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THE EXHIBITION OF ROOMS AT THE CRYSTAL 
PALACE, LONDON. 

ONDON Decorators are exhibiting a 
series of decorated apartments at the 
Crystal Palace Electrical Exhibition, 
which are attracting general attention 
on account of their artistic merit. 
The illustrations here presented will 
give our readers some idea of the 
skill and good taste of the well 
known decorators here referred to. 

Pig. 1 introduces us into a Louis 
XV. bedroom. The bed has a silver 
green brocaded silver coverlet, margined with rose color 
and deep flounces of lace. The canopy is draped in rose 
colored silk and Brussels lace, and is upheld by carved Cupids. 
Another Cupid holds an electric light, and floats in mid air 
among the draperies. The ceiling has a painted lunette with 
sky and Cupids, after the manner of Boucher, and from the 




mushrebiyeh. Eastern rugs and variegated matting cover 
the floor. 

Pig. 3 illustrates the fountain in bronze and Italian marble 




■Bedroom in Louis XV. 



oval madallion pale rose silk is festooned to the walls, which 
are in soft white and delicate flesh tints. The wardrobe fit- 
ment with more painted lunettes, occupies one side of the 
room ; and dressing table, in graceful, undulating lines, stands 
between the windows. The chimney-piece is made of rich 
dark mahogany, with Bartolozzi engravings on satin ; and a 
mahogany door with fine mouldings and gilded mounts, breaks 
the monotony of the white walls, while rose colored hangings 
with creamy lace reappear at the windows. 

Fig. 2 represents an Oriental boudoir, or tea room. It is 
a quiet, restrained rendering of Orientalism. The walls are in 
plain red silk, ceiling festooned with orange pattern Madras 
muslin. Prom the Damascus stalactite niche which fills one 
corner hangs an Arabian glass lamp of Syrian make— a copy 
of one of the rare specimens to be seen in the museum at 
Cairo. A canopied seat faces the niche, and a screen of old 




■Oriental Boudoir, or Tea Room. 



seen in Messrs. Rashleigh, Phipps & Dawson's exhibit. It 
was sculptured by Mr. Geo. W. Wilson of Chelsea, and was 
adapted by this firm to the new electrical effects they wished 




Fountain in Bronze and Marble. 



to show at the Crystal Palace exhibition. The base in which 
the fountain stands was made by Messrs. Dick and Radcliffe, 
and the stalactite rock work is planted with ferns, the cavern- 
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ous recesses being illuminated by electric light. The elec- 
troliers and standards of copper and wrought steel 'as well as 
several Carton-pierre brackets, are excellently designed, sim- 
plicity being a distinguishing feature in many cases. 




Fig. 4.— A Decorated Door. 

Figs. 4 and 5 represent parts of Messrs. Bowyer's furnished 
rooms, in which many novel effects in the way of decoration 
have been obtained. 

Mr. Morris Page has painted the door our readers will see 
in Pig. 4 It is a design of bulrushes and wild ducks, with a 
yellow sunset background ; and there are various other ex- 
amples of this artist's work elsewhere in Messrs. Bowyer's 
exhibits. 

The hall in Fig. 5, with its red brick floor and upper gal- 
lery, is certainly quaint, and the chimney corner affords an 
excellent example for any one who has too large a dining room, 
and wishes to divide it so as to obtain an inglenook. 




Fig. 5.— In the Hall. 

Fig. 6 is taken from the attractive exhibit of Messrs. 
Frank Giles & Co. The handsome screen and furniture are 
of the Louis Seize period. The walls are of beautiful figured 
oak, arranged in panels, and adorned with the carved ribbons 



and festoons of the period. Quaint mirrors and giran- 
doles occupy the centre of the panels, and our illustration 
shows a characteristic settee covered in old French tapestry. 

Fig. 7 shows the oak chimney piece in the hall exhibited 
by Messrs. Godfrey Giles. It is chiefly made of genuine old 
pieces of quaint Flemish carved wood, and the -two Cupids 
heads forming brackets carrying the overhanging mantelshelf 
are particularly beautiful and artistic, as well as the three 
quaint figures which serve to support the mantel cornice. The 
caryatides below the Cupid brackets are carved with; great 
spirit. An original departure is made in the construction of 
the overpiece, which, although somewhat after the old Flemish 
style in design, is effectively broken up by the addition of 'the 
niche for holding choice specimens of quaint bric-a-brac, 
relieved by a background of crimson velvet. The high lincrusta 
dado by which the chimney-piece is surrounded represents old 




Fig. 6.— Corner in Louis Seize Drawing Boom. 

oak; and the old carved chair, which is a fine copy of an 
original Renaissance design, is covered in a neutral-toned 
tapestry, representing figure subjects. The open Sutherland 
table standing by the chair is a reproduction of one used by 
the unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots at Linlithgow Palace. 

Fig. 8. — Messrs. Allen & Mannoch have arranged a Jacobean 
dining room in oak, and the charmingly panelled walls and 
modelled plaster ceiling, with electric lights skillfully ^arranged 
by Messrs. Barclay, of Regent Street, must not be overlooked 
by ladies who are anxious to obtain decorative ideas 4a.. this 
direction. The arrangement of the dinner table itself is 'quite 
a novelty with its coarse linen cloth and stole-like strips of 
embroidery, and yellow glass and Tudor dessert doilies. ' No 
detail has been ommitted to make the exhibit the most per- 
fect representation of its period. 



